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eﬁaﬁ Polio Free Africa

Rtn. Abhijit Deshpande (AB)

The World Health Organization's African region is officially certified free of the
wild poliovirus! This has been due to the dedicated and relentless efforts of the

numerous Rotary members, health workers, donors, government leaders, and partners.
Rotary has been working to eradicate polio for more than 30 years. As a founding

partner of the Global Polio Eradication Initiative, Rotary has reduced polio cases by 99.9
percentsinceits first project to vaccinate childrenin the Philippinesin 1979.

Rotary has helped immunise more than 2.5 billion children in 122 countries and
has contributed more than $1.8 billion toward eradicating the disease worldwide.

Today, polio remains endemic only in Afghanistan and Pakistan. But it's crucial to
continue working to keep other countries polio-free.

Learn about Rotary initiatives to fight polio here: https://on.rotary.org/2YPCRpt

( Basic Education & Literacy
Rtn. Abhijit Deshpande (AB)

Rotary Clubs worldwide have been doing groundbreaking work in this area.
Rotary works in the following areas towards improving literacy levels worldwide:

TEACHER TRAINING

We share our knowledge and experience with educators and other professionals
who work with vulnerable populations. Examples of these projects are the Guatemala
Literacy Project and Nepal Teacher Training Innovations (NTTI). You can find out more
aboutthese here:
https://www.rotary.org/en/teaching-teachers-key-literacy

ADULTLITERACY
Rotary members fight adult illiteracy by working with local advocates to offer
community literacy programs.

ROTARY SCHOLARSHIPS
Rotary members invest in the future by giving scholarships to students who have
the potential to change our communities.



https://on.rotary.org/2YPCRpt
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EDUCATING REFUGEES

Being a refugee also disrupts education amongst other things and thus threatens
to put the life of refugees into permanent hardships. Rotary clubs and been working in
refugee camps to bring education and food to refugees. A classic example is the America
University of Nigeria chapter of the Yola Rotary Club. Read the whole story here:
https://www.rotary.org/en/rotarian-helps-boko-haram-victims-nigeria

SCHOOLS4FREEDOM

The Rotarian Action Group Against Slavery (RAGAS has a strategy for fighting
modern slavery that's working at the local level. With the help of 13 clubs, a district grant
through the Rotary Club of Binghamton, New York, USA, and other sources, the action
group is providing $36,000 toward the work of Schools4Freedom, a project of the
organization Voices4Freedom. Schools4Freedom is working in Uttar Pradesh with local
partner organization Manav Sansadhan Evam Mabhila Vikas Sansthan (MSEMVS) to
battle debt bondage. Read thisinspiring story here:
https://www.rotary.org/en/education-breaks-cycle-slavery

Thanks to the efforts of Rotary Clubs, numerous NGOs, and dedicated individuals,
the basic literacy levels at least in urban areas has improved. Hence | would like to give
the theme month a twist:

With the increase in digital cashless transactions, basic digital literacy has also
become the need of the hour. | would like to suggest that each of us vow to impart basic
digital literacy training to at least one person in this month. It can be anyone right from
an elderly person in your house or even the "maushi" selling vegetables in your
neghbourhood. You can teach them how to send and receive money via BHIM UPI or any
other popular digital payment service. BHIM UPlis available in all regional languages too
and you can use it even without a smartphone (via SMS and IVR). While learning to use
the payments app, those who cannot read and write will automatically learn to read and
write at least numbers. And while you are at it, do not forget to also teach them the basic
security measures that they need to look at, like not sharing their OTP and PIN.

I think this would be a great initiative, so are you up forit?
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Rotary 3131 Mobile App
Rtn. Abhijit Deshpande (AB)
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Rotary District 3131 has revamped its official Android App and released updates
onthe Google Play Store. This app has a host of features.
Some of the majorones are:

Club Rooster, Club Meetings, Club Projects, and Club Celebrations

You can attend club meetings directly via Zoom through this app. There is also a
facility to register in advance if you plan to attend a meeting. If you attend the zoom
meeting via the app, your attendance will be marked automatically. Once we start
physical meetings, you can mark your attendance by simply scanning a QR code via the
app. There are also mobile alerts about meetings and specific announcements. You can
alsoreadtheclubbulletinina PDF using the app.

Apart from club-related information, the app also has a lot of information about
the District such as District Committees, Member Search, District Events, etc.

We strongly recommend that all members download this app on their Android
phones.

Todownload the app clickonthelink below:

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.dcpl.rotarydistrict

The iOS version of the app will soon be available. We will let everyone know once
itis available.
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Rtn Sharad Dole, President,
RCP Shivajinagar

Program Presenter (Host) - Gargi Purnapatre
In conversation with - Rucha Bondre and Tanmay Pawar
Date-29- August 2020

RCP Shivajinagar (our club) had a joint meeting with RCP South and RCP Lakshmi
Road. The program was “@fia, 7o sfor sf=t i@’ It was a novel concept to understand the

passion of two highly qualified professionals Rucha Bondre and Tanmay Pawar
(Engineer / MBA), towards music. Their passion resulted in a successful career in the
field of music. Rucha's training as a trained classical singer compliments Tanmay's
passion.

The musical journey of Tanmay and Rucha was nicely unraveled by equally
gualified professional Gargi Purnapatre. She is a school and a college-mate of Rucha and
is currently based in Germany. Gargi's style of conversation put Rucha and Tanmay at
easein front of seniors.

Rucha works at Atlas Copco, Pune, and balances her profession and passion.




Tanmay left a highly sought after

career in a company like Tata

Motors for pursuing his passion

for music. Tanmay is a guitarist

and is part of snfaskr band. Gargi

Purnapatre is a trained classical

dancer and is the daughter of

Rtn. Mandar Purnapatre.

Conversation with Rucha and

% Tanmay was complemented by

; light classical music recitals by

g8 Rucha and guitar performance

by Tanmay. Gargi also requested

Rucha and Tanmay to share the story of their marriage. She also asked them to share

their experiences about challenges faced by them while balancing their individual
musical interests and sensitivities.

At the end of the program, a musical video of ‘g @@’ was played. The music

compositions and lyrics were done by Tanmay and Rucha.
Those who could not attend the meeting can view this music video on YouTube at
https://youtu.be/V_A0co3C5Ds

It was a treat to watch professionally produced and directed musical video
g w@lt’. RCPS wishes Gargi, Rucha, and Tanmay success in pursuing their respective
passionsin classical dance and music.

HIEHAT Ihiss feafsam I dmr...
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Book Review
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The Western Civilization has dominated the
world for the last 500 years and till a few years ago,
it seemed that there was practically no challenge to
the domination of the West.

However, in the 21st century, more
particularly, after 9/11, Islamic Terrorism has
emerged as a serious challenge to the West.
Similarly, the emergence of China as an economic
powerhouse and a hegemonistic world power,
along with other Asian economic success stories
are also proving to be the likely challengers to
western domination.

‘The Clash of Civilizations' written in 1996
has predicted both these forces emerging as

Rtn. IPP Abhijit Joag

THE CLASH OF
CIVILIZATIONS

The Clash of Civilizations
And the Remaking of World Order
Samuel P Huntington

threats to the western world. In 1996, both these
phenomena were at best in a nascent stage. The
uncanny accuracy with which Samuel Huntington has predicted the emergence of these two
forces as serious challenges were almost prophetic.

When one reads this book today, he/she is startled by its prescience. It reads as though
it was written yesterday.

1500 CE onwards, Renaissance in the western world led to scientific and industrial
revolutions which gave the European countries strength, power, and energy to conquer and
colonise the world. This resulted in Western ideas, culture, and products dominating minds
and markets, the world over.

Post World War Il, the era of the Cold War began, during which, Western values of
freedom, liberalism and secularism were challenged by the Soviet Block with its Communist
ideology of dictatorship of the proletariat and regimented societies. However, after the fall of
the Soviet Union, the Western domination of the global narrative became complete and
seemingly unchallenged.

However, in this hegemony were the seeds of newer challenges as different groups
started looking for new hooks to hang their identity. The author says that through
globalization, the West globally pushed for modernization to Western standards, without
equal emphasis on pushing Western values. As a result, countries like China, Japan, and South
Korea progressed rapidly and yet, promoted their own native cultural values, ignoring those
of the West. This dichotomy between modernization and westernization led to the
emergence of Asian Giants as a civilizational challenge to the West.

Similarly, post-1970, Islamic countries began to modernize, aided by the rise of
Petrodollars. With increasing economic clout and urbanization, these societies started
becoming more group conscious and started asserting their distinct identity. This led to the




western-backed secular regimes in their countries giving way to religious theocracies like in
the case of Iran.

The author propounds a theory that for a civilization to survive and grow stronger, it
needs cohesion and consciousness.

Cohesion is a strong Central Authority that he calls Core State, which politically binds
them and provides stability, progress, and prosperity.

Before World War |, the Muslim world was largely controlled by the Ottoman empire
that acted as a strong Core State under the leadership of Turkey. But after the fall of the
Ottoman Empire, the Muslim World lacked a strong Core State leading to unemployment,
poor economic development in non-oil countries, high population growth, and youth
alienation.

Consciousness, on the other hand, means strong shared values of culture, language,
etc. Muslim World had strong '‘consciousness' due to their strong religious sensibilities but
poor cohesion, pushing the youth to terrorism and extremism.

On the other hand, a strong cohesion in the form of powerful Core States like the USA,
Germany, France, etc. but they have a poor consciousness due to their policy of
multiculturalism, as it dilutes the values that unite Western Civilization. Western Civilization,
based on the values of liberalism were further pushed towards multiculturalism out of the
guilt trip arising out of Fascism and Nazism as well as colonization.

The author sees multiculturalism as a major threat to the West, particularly the USA.
He feels it may lead to the collapse of America's global dominance. He also feels it will be a
threat to the Western values of liberty, freedom, and justice.

The author, writing only from a western perspective, advocates staying away from
multiculturalism and avoiding an embrace of Asian civilization. Instead, he feels the USA
should forge closer bonds with Europe to protect the Western Civilization which is under
threat. He feels the west needs to stay committed to its roots and not divide the society by
promoting multiculturalism. After Huntington wrote the book, the West has even further
opened up to multiculturalism, which is now creating huge disturbances and cultural/
civilizational issues in Europe. These incidences have actually vindicated the author's
concerns.

The Clash of Civilizations is one of the most influential books that has shaped political
thinking and has probably inspired megatrends in global politics.
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Donations to Rotary Poona South Charitable Trust for the year 2020-21
1. First Lady Ann Sugandha Natu - Rs. 5000/-
2.Ann NandiniJoag-Rs.5000/-
3. AnnSunita Prabhune - Rs. 5000/-

Plasma Donation support Drive

In order to treat serious Covid patients, plasma therapy is used. In this, blood
plasma is collected from Corona cured patients and administered to patients under
treatment. This plasma collection process is very expensive and cost per collection is
about Rs. 10,000/- while plasma is given to patients at the nominal price. Janakalyan
Blood Bank had approached our club to come forward and support this noble cause.We
have decided to support them by bearing the cost of some kits partially and plan to give
support of Rs.5000/- per kit and for at least ten plasma kits.

Donors will receive certificates of appreciation from Rotary Club of Pune South &
Janakalyan Blood Bank.

Towards this, the following members of RCPS have graciously come forward to
donate Rs. 5000/- each

1. Rtn Manisha Belgaonkar

2.Rtn MadhuriKirpekar

3. Rtn Mridula Ghodke

4. Ann Sugandha Natu

5. PP Rtn Govind Patwardhan

6. AnnSneha Ogale

7.Ann Sunita Prabhune

8.Ann NandineeJoag

3 3T, 99 489




[ A Small Contribution
\ Maitreyee Purnapatre

| am Maitreyee, the daughter of Rtn. Mandar and Ann. Indrayani Purnapatre. lam
a final year student of Int. M.Sc. Biotechnology at IBB, Pune University. Reading is one of
my most cherished hobbies. | am also fond of languages and dance. | have an avid
interest in the fields of neuroscience and immunology. | aspire to elucidate the dialogue
between the two systemsin order to remedy the cognitive disorders.

| was working on my dissertation project at IISER, Pune when the lockdown was
initiated. With a heavy heart, | parted with my exciting work and the stars of my project,
my female mice. All the time | was striving to write my thesis, a thought persisted in the
back of my mind. The thought that 'l know the techniques that are being used to
diagnose Corona virus and so how can | use them to help my city which is grappling with
the pandemic'. With this intention, | contacted my guide at IISER to ask if | could
volunteer there... but unfortunately, they were allowing only IISER students and staff to
perform the testing. | felt dejected but continued with my endeavour to find a way.

Inthe last week of June, Pune University circulated a notice urging the students to
volunteer at the PMC testing centres. | eagerly filled up the Google form and waited for
the email to come. | was delighted as | had finally been given the opportunity to help.
They conducted a webinar to inform us about the particulars of this Pune University-
[ISER-PMC joint venture. All the volunteers were left baffled at the end of it because the
PMCin-charge had forgotten to get the test kit to show us, the kit that they expected us
to use! However, in the spirit of greater good, we decided to take a leap of faith and
attend the 'Hands-on' training at Naidu hospital. Surprisingly, that went very well as we
had a fun, relaxed in-charge Dr. Jadhav who was simultaneously dealing with a
technicians' strike, countless other issues and demonstrating the test. We were initially




shell-shocked at how casually, just in a simple N-95 mask, we had witnessed swab
collection and testing at a distance of not more than a foot. It ended with a morale
boosting speech by him and tons of photographs and information about our selected
centre heads.

| joined Sanas hostel, the pioneer COVID testing centre on 15th of July. |
introduced myself to the head technician who allayed my qualms, provided me with a
disposable apron, hair net, a pair of goggles and gloves and explained to me the
functioning of the centre. He told me how he would let me assist them. However, right
from the first day, assistance transitioned into entrusting me with complete testing
responsibility. | was now declaring whether the person was positive or negative. | felt
elated by this new sense of responsibility. The working environment and staff were so
nice that the fear of being just a few feet away from the dreaded virus never set in. This
was despite of the fact that the testingroom and lunch place were one and the same!

After a week, | decided that | want to perform every possible role at the centre,
right from documenting, record-keeping, announcing reports, drafting reports, data
entry to the most petrifying yet exciting task of collecting swabs. Thanks to their
supportive nature, | did manage to fulfil my wish. | even went for testing at the NMV
camp which was organised specially for the shop owners of Laxmi road.

One day, | walked to find the centre decorated and looking exceptionally
immaculate. The reason was that we were going to be part of an NDTV telecast! | even
got felicitated by Janata Sahakari bank. We, the volunteers were overjoyed upon
receiving an invitation from the Vice-chancellor of Pune University to attend flag
hoisting.

Throughout the volunteering phase, we received immense support from Dr.
Kalpana Pai, head of Zoology department at Pune University and our volunteer in-
charge, Jyoti Otageri. | am indebted to my parents for being such brave supporters. | feel
blessed to have emerged out of this experience safe and sound.

It was a highly enriching and rewarding experience. Being a COVID warrior was
empowering. | am ready to use my knowledge for the benefit of the society in whichever
way possible, at the drop of a hat.

| hope we soon recover from this catastrophe. Lots of positivity and good health
toyouall!




[ There is no easy way from the Earth to the Stars!
\ Rtn. Sangeeta Deshpande

My parents named me Sangeeta for their love of music. | am a practising Dentist
(Practitioner Dentist) and an Alumnus of GDC MUMBAI. We at Gentle Hands Dental
Clinic offer a whole range of dental treatments for all age groups at our simple, clean and
well-ventilated office at Mukund Nagar. We are especially empathetic towards the
elderly. Besides my work, Yoga is my passion!

| would like to say am a jack of many trades. When lam not working | like to dabble
in cooking (you ought to taste our choorma ladoo B) performing arts, Reading good
books for the visually impaired, Birding, Travelling. My new found love is our Holy
Bhagwad Geeta.

Husband Dr. Rohit Deshpande is a practising (Practitioner) Orthodontist with a
clinicin Camp and works for rescued Canines.

My daughter Shivani, 23 has done B.Sc. in Environment Science at Fergusson with
honours andis now pursuing Dentistry at Bharati Vidyapeeth Pune.

Son Umang, 27 isan Alumnus of BJ MEDICAL COLLEGE and has been teaching and
training students for Medical Entrance Test at Jha's Educational Services.

We have raised them to be kind and compassionate human beings.

"Depth of friendship does not depend upon the length of Time..."

- Rabindranath Tagore




| joined RCPS in 2019 following the footsteps of my In-Laws Dr. Subhash and Late
Dr. Rajani Deshpande. Over the years i have seen the magnanimous work and activities
conducted by RCPS. | particularly love the camaraderie amongst the members. | felt |
could grow and be a better personif | joined RCPS by learning to help the society at large,
by growing intellectually and by gainingin terms of friendship.

Thank You Rotary Club of Pune South for accepting me as a part of your big Family.
| hope to contribute substantially in my capacities.
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