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e e Foundation Month
Rtn. Abhijit Deshpande (AB)

At the 1917 convention, outgoing Rl President Arch C. Klumph proposed to set up
an endowment “for the purpose of doing good in the world.” In 1928, it was renamed
The Rotary Foundation, and it became a distinct entity within Rotary International. In
1929, the Foundation made its first gift of S500 to the International Society for Crippled
Children. Today the Foundation has received contributions totalling more than $1
billion.

The Rotary Foundation is organised as a public charity operated exclusively for
charitable purposes and governed by a Board of Trustees. Your generous contributions
to The Rotary Foundation are essential to securing and growing Rotary programs
throughout the world.

Rotary recognises donors to express gratitude for the commitment of the donors
by offering individual and club recognition as well as naming opportunities that enable
usto honourafriend or family member with a named or endowed gift.

Thevariousindividual recognitions available to you asdonors are:

* Rotary Foundation Sustaining Member
When you give $100 or more per year to the Annual Fund.

* Benefactor
When you include the Endowment Fund as a beneficiary of $1,000 ormoreiny o u r
estate plans or when you donate $1,000 or more to the fund outright.

* Paul Harris Fellow
When you give $1,000 or more to the Annual Fund, PolioPlus, or an approved
Foundation grant. To recognise someone else as a Paul Harris Fellow, you can give
thatamountintheir name.

e Multiple Paul Harris Fellow
When you give additional gifts of $1,000 or more to the Annual Fund, PolioPlus, or an
approved Foundation grant.

* Paul Harris Society member
When you elect to contribute $1,000 or more annually to the Annual Fund, PolioPlus,
oranapproved Foundation grant.

* BequestSociety
When you make a commitment for future gifts of $10,000 or more to The Rotary
Foundation, you’ll be invited to join the Bequest Society.

* MajorDonor
When your cumulative donations reach $10,000.

* ArchKlumph Society
When your cumulative donations reach $250,000.




* LegacySociety
When you promise a gift of S1 million or more to the Endowment, you’ll be listed in
Rotary’s annual report and invited to exclusive Rotary International and Foundation
events.

The generous contributions to The Rotary Foundation are essential for securing
and growing Rotary programs throughout the world. The contributions are what help
transform millions of lives at home and around the world.

Wouldn't you like to be a part of this global cause? So what are you waiting for,
start contributing today and be a part of "doing good in the world".

Notable Facts

e India is ranked number 2 amongst the top giving countries worldwide. RY 2019-20
was the 5thyearin a row for this ranking with a total contribution of $20.02 million.
RID 3141(Mumbai Revenue district) is ranked number 2, across all districts
worldwide in total TRF giving in RY 2019-20. RID 3131 ranked number 13 worldwide
with a total contribution of $1,651,907.
Rotary Club of Pune Central was ranked 3rd amongst the top 5 giving clubs from
South Asia for RY 2019-20 with a total giving of $485,298.

TRF Contributions as on August 2020

Endowment

Annual Fund

PolioPlus Fund

Fund

Other Funds

Total (in US
Dollars)

District 3131

10,187

1,350

0

59,360

70,897

India

377,847

39,684

48,937

633,207

1,099,675

South Asia
Total

412,556

54,995

49,937

709,140

1,226,627

World Total

15,321,049

2,503,546

3,119,300

5,240,180

26,184,075
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Environment is newest and the 7th focus area of Rotary International and Four
Rotary Clubs in association with District 3131 RYLA team organised the 1st
Environmental e-RYLA for 14 to 22 years young friends. This event was conducted over
two days on the 26th & 27th September
2020

The four Host Clubs were

e Rotary Club of Pimpri Town - President
Rtn.Sarang Matade

e Rotary Club of Dehuroad - President
Rtn. Atul Kamat

e Rotary Club of Kothrud - President Rtn.
PrashantSiddha

e Rotary Club of Pune South - President
Rtn. Sudarshan Natu




Synergy Partners were:
® RCPune Sarasbaug
e RC Walhekarwadi
e RCLonavala
e RCTalegaon Dabhade
e RCRajgurunagar
® RCDehu
e RC Maval
e RC Chinchwad Morya
e RCUdyognagari

Various dignitaries
and experts spoke on the
occasion and introduced the
participants to various
aspects about the
environment and how to
maintain synergy with the
environment in our personal
and professional life. Some
of the experts that spoke in the event were:

e Shri. Nandakumar Gurav - Regional
Officer, MPCB - Pollution & Control
e Shri Sanjay Bhuskute - PRO, MPCB -
Control Actionsin Action
e RJ Sangram - RJ 95 Big FM - Climate
Crisis
e Mr. Rajiv Pandit - Jividha NGO - Solid
Waste Management with Personal Skill
e Dr. Prasanna Jogdeo - Co-Founder
Lemnion Green Solutions - Green Infra
and Urban Water
e Shri Dhananjay Shedbal - Save Trees
Activist - Tree Plantation - Different
Aspects
e Ar. Dhiraj Patil - Founder Principal,
GSA - Life Outside Building

The first day was presided over
by DG Rashmi Kulkarni and Guest of Honour was PDG Pramod Jejurikar. Guest of Honour




for the second day was Rtn Vishnu Mhatre, District Chair RYLA 2020-21 and PDG Vilas
Jagtap.

Rtn. Sudin Apte conducted a very interesting enviro quiz for the participants on
both days.

A total of 1650 participants registered for the event. The event was conducted
online and the registration, confirmations and mailing of participation certificates was a
complete online process. This was handled by Rtn. Abhijit Deshpande, IT Officer, Rotary
Club of Pune South.

Overall this was a very successful event with enthusiastic participation from the
student community. The event also had participation from students in Meghalay and
Assam. Many participants wrote back after the event about the wonderful experience
that this 1st Environmental e-RYLA has given them.
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B Day 1: Click here to watch... WM Day 2: Click here to watch...



https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=943757619480711&extid=LCYqW6WiwWzT0NXl
https://rotarypunesouth.in/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Yogendra-Natu-Award.mp4
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=808100410019173&extid=eHY5ec9vsTo4BOG3
https://rotarypunesouth.in/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Yogendra-Natu-Award.mp4
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District 3131 recently completed 111 days of the Rotary year 2020-21. There
were quite a few projects completed during these 111 days inspite of the COVID-19
restrictions.

DG Rashmi Kulkarni has congratulated all Rotarians from District 3131 for thisand
listed out 11 of the outstanding projects completed during this period.

Digital Guru Mantra, 1st RYLA on Environment and Hoardings about work done
during COVID-19 are some of the projects where RCPS has actively participated.
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Welcome to Guests By Rin, Devidas Bhalorao
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The Four-Way Test Essay competition

Rtn. Abhijit Deshpande (AB)

The Four-Way Test Essay
competition

The Four-Way Test of the
things we think, say or do is a test
used by Rotarians world-wide as a
moral code for personal and
business relationships. The test
can be applied to almost any

aspect of life.
Rotary District 3131 Vocational

Rotary

Team 20-21 recently held The Four- [

Way Test Essay Competition.

The winners of this competition [§

were announced at the prize
announcement and felicitation

Felicitations of Participants

B Fitm Absrary Kaniale
RCPSarasbasg

7 Bin Udey Pasrde
R PHalgs

B Rirs Sangay Wdhaiah
Lol arie

The First Prize winner was
PP Rtn Govind Patwardhan and
the Second Prize Winner was Ann
Dr Geetanjali Purohit, both of The
Rotary Club of Pune South.

Addnaia By PG Mchan Falinete

ceremony held online on 16 Oct
2020.

Chief Guest for the event was
DG Rashmi Kulkarni. The Guests of
Honour were PDG Arun Kudale, PDG
Mohan Palesha. All essays were also
reviewed by them.
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You can read the winning essays below.

( First Prize - Rtn. Govind Patwardhan

(Rotary Club of Pune South)
In 1980 | became a member of the

Rotary Club of Pune South. My proposer
was a hard core Rotarian. Initially he used
to call me to ensure that | attend all club
meetings. He used to talk about Rotary all
the time. On one occasion he invited my
attention to the second object of Rotary
i.e. High ethical standards in business and
professions; and coaxed me “you are
invited to represent your vocationin the club. Your classificationis loaned to you and you
are expected to repay that loan by serving the society through your vocation. You are
expected to be a role model to the younger generation”. | was scared by his sermons. |
was in the grip of an inferiority complex. | thought | am not fit to be a Rotarian, let me
leave the organization. The Reason for such thoughts was that | was in the taxation field
and the practices in those days were not compatible to what Rotary was asking me to

adhereto.
| started legal practice on the taxation side in 1973. At that time the Income tax

rates were very high. The highest slab of tax rate was 97%. Almost all the tax payers used
to hide their income. And most tax practitioners believed that their job is to help in
evading taxes by any means including illegal gratification. The atmosphere was
completely vitiated and the unethical practices were justified as reaction to high rate of
taxes. Various committees appointed by the Government to suggest tax reforms,

concurred with the view. Some senior practitioners exhorted me that “uToaTd TEE= T

WINNER

YA SR HE &' - Without these practices you will not survive in the profession”

(probably then, | met wrong people). | was very young and was influenced by the

argument and advice.
| thought, that the expectations of Rotary and the demands of my profession,

contradict each other. But | continued in Rotary. In retrospect it proved to be a good
decision. Then in a Rotary weekly meeting the topic was corruption. The guest speaker
asked those in the audience to raise their hands who have never given any bribe. Very
few hands went up. The Speaker continued, “howsoever honest you may be, it is
impossible to survive in business in India without giving bribes”. That incident
somewhat relieved me from the burden of an inferiority complex. But introspection
continued.




| used to read the magazine “The Rotarian” regularly. | came across one article on
the four way test and how it has been helpful in the business. It aroused my interest.
Then I read the history of the four way test. Rotarian Herbert J. Taylor first drafted this to
overcome company's business. The outcome of applying the test by that company is
worthy of Recapitulation.

“The application of the Four-Way Test to relations with own personnel and that of
the suppliers and customers helped the company to win their friendship and good will.
The company realised that the friendship and confidence of those with whom we
associate is essential to permanent success in business”.

Later onthe FOUR WAY TEST was adopted by Rotaryin 1943.

| had occasions to read corporate philosophy usually displayed near entrance of
main offices of company. Most of them were lengthy and like a sermon and | found them
dull. However the Four way test is short and simple but very effective which everyone
can easily memorize. The test does not tell the people what they ought to do, but asks
them questions. It makes you deliberate over the issue. Self-analysis leads you to find
out whether the proposed actions are the right thing to do. It leads to purification of
your thoughts.

| found the four way test worthy to be implemented as far as possible under the
given circumstances. Initially it resulted in some financial set back. One of my clients
became very angry and rudely said, “People come to you so that they can avoid taxes.
For doing what is legal we don't need you”. By that time | was beholden to the four way
test of Rotary. | did not succumb to him and ultimately lost the client. Loss of the client
was not as important than to uphold the ethical practices in my profession. The more |
thought about the 4 way test, the more | found it worthy of practice.
Thefirsttestis “isit the truth”

“Justice is truth in action.” Said Benjamin Disraeli, a British parliamentarian.
Itis oftenrealised that truthis also not absolute. It is subjective, different from person to
person. Courts are meant to find out the truth. But on same facts different courts come
to different conclusions. Supreme court seldom has ruled that high courts were wrong in
conclusion. Though the truth may be subjective, | applied the 1st test on the principle,
that “at least | should honestly believe what | think, say or do is truth from my point of
view.”

Second test speaks about fairness. “Is it fair to all concerned” Under the law of
jurisprudence, in the case of defamation “truth is not a defence.” If you intend to harm
the reputation of the other person by telling the truth you can still be held guilty. The
court probes whether it was fair to tell the truth or it is intended to defame. Even if
something is true we must find out if it is fair to speak the truth with reference to the




occasion or circumstances. Indian concept of =™ is truth and fairness together. That is

what | started practicing in my life.
The first two tests are more philosophical and are in tune with the essential pillars
of the judicial system and also =& ™. The other two tests are of practical utility.

The Third test is “Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?”
It isn't rare that highly intelligent but rude people fail to gain goodwill and hardly have
friends because they are too egoistic to care for the goodwill of others. Itis rightly said in
Manu-smruti - an ancient Indian text that @ s @ 3, 7 sEm aed Em|l’ Speak the

truth. Speak what is pleasant, do not speak unpleasant truths or pleasant lies. These are
Rotary ethics too. | have followed that in my everyday life.

Thefourth testis “Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?”

This test is an extension of the third test. For understanding and coming to a
conclusion, whether the intended act is beneficial to all concerned or not, it is necessary
tothinkaboutit's effects. But once you come to a conclusion that it will not be beneficial,
donotthinkaboutitany further. Saying or doing anything which does not pass this test is
totally ruled out.

The Four way test reminds me of a story of Socrates, the great Greek philosopher.
Once an acquaintance approached him and said, “I've something important to tell you,
aboutyour friend.”

Socrates said, “wait, | have three tests to ascertain, if | want to know it.”
The man looked puzzled but Socrates continued, “First is the test of truth. Whatever you
want to tell me, have you seen or witnessed it first-hand?”

“l actually heard it from someone, a trusted source.” the man said.
“Socrates added, “it does not pass my first test.”

“is that a good statement about my friend?” is my second test.
“Notreally.”

Socrates interrupted, “So, you want to tell me something bad and you don't know
ifit'strue.”

“The Third filter is of utility.” Socrates continued, “is your statement going to be
usefulto me?”

“Notreally. | just wanted to share”

Socrates concluded “if the information is not necessarily true, it is not good, and, it
isof nouse, then, | don't want to know about it.”

Rotary philosophy enunciated in the four way test is similar to what the great
philosopher propounded 2,600 years ago.

Over the years | resisted any harsh words spoken or otherwise. Truth and fairness




became my way of life. | started thinking how my work can be useful to society and
beneficial to all. Most literature on taxation is in English, hence not understood by many.
| started writing articles in simple Marathi and ultimately authored many books. Not a
profitable proposition but beneficial to all concerned. In the years to come, | gained
goodwill and respect of not only my clients, employees, colleagues, friends and relatives
but also of adversaries and Government officials - a difficult task indeed! It helped me in
my professional career. From the feedback | receive, | believe that the younger
generation in my profession look at me as a role model. My self-esteem and self-worth
increased, which is very essential for peace of mind and happiness in life. | am enjoying a
blissful personal, professional and social life. With conviction | can say that the intangible
gains of ethical behaviourare much more than financial.

My attitude towards my life has metamorphosed. Thanks to the four way test and

Rotary.

[ Second Prize - Ann. Dr. Geetanjali Purohit
\ (Rotary Club of Pune South)
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Ofthe things you think say or do,

IsIt The Truth ?

Is It Fair To All concerned ?

Will It Build Goodwill And Better Friendship ?
Will It Be Beneficial To All Concerned ?
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A Unique Way to Celebrate A Birthday

Congratulations!

DG Rashmi and PDG
Vinay Kulkarnl dnnated US$B{] 000

An unique
way to

., celebrate a

blrthdayﬂ

“A beneﬁnlarr of my very “Our today's donation
first Matching Grant of will, via Grants of

Polio Surgeries went onto Cataract surgeries, avoid
become Car Mechanic and blindness of more than
started eaming and lived 10,000 beneficiaries. This
with dignity ...The Rotary  opportunity to serve
Foundation had notonly  makes TRF special to me
multiplied my donation but and Vinay. It encourages
have transformed a life..” us to contribute”

- PDG Wnay - DG Rashmi

or more. A Global Grant can be stm-.-turud immllliltulv
using this gift. Contributing International Partner is not
required for this Grant.
Rtn Sudin Apte
Director — Endowment & Major Gifts Rntary ‘Jf“'
Rtn Mangesh Hande HID 3131
! Director — Foundation Promotion Oct 05,2020
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Get Quickly Familiar to Rotary

\

Joined Rotary recently??
Want to get quickly familiar to Rotary

od News is we have arranged a special,
day training for all new Rotarians from|

1) Clubs chartered after July 01, 2019
2) Clubs with membership less than 2}

Rotary Induction Progran
Sunday, October 11, 10am to 12.30pm

lining Covers: Basics of Rotary, Org and world
Avenues of Service, Rotary Foundation,
portant Roles in a Club and opportunities to
leract with senior faculty including PDG Moh
esha, PDG Subodh Joshi and PDG Dr Girish @
nd in large number. Sessions are bilingual in Englizh and M|
Rtn Rashmi Kulkarni, District Governor (Ry 20-21)
tn_ask Iam

Rtn Sudin Apte

District 3131 Training Committee recently
arranged an online induction program on 11th
October 2020 for new Rotarians. The aim of the
program was to help new Rotarians get
familiarised with the various aspects of Rotary.

The topics covered were
- Basics of Rotary
- Organisation and Avenues of Service
- Rotary Foundation.
The session provided an opportunity to

new Rotarians to interact with senior faculty
PDG Mohan Palesha, PDG Subodh Joshiand PDG

Girish Gune.
Rtn. Sudin Apte-District Secretary, Events

and Rtn. Shashank Inamdar-District Secretary
Training had planned and organised this well-
attended event.

Congratulations PDG Mahesh Kotbagi on
winning the election of Rl Director(2021-2023)

with a good majority.

First Roterian of District 3131 has become

a Rl Director.

Congratulations PDG Mahesh Kotbagi, we

are proud of you!

Election of RI Director




District Programs

Oppartunities

el \1rs . Sania Patani{ar...! fl Rotary -’”"‘} Rotary Opens

(]| CHTHTH

D.G. Rashmi Kulkarni Ms. Sania Patankar
Chief Guest Vocalist
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em LITERACY WEEK CELEBRATION-

DISHA

[ G THIS CERTIFICATE RECOGNIZES
OUR DEEP GRATITUDE FOR THE EFFORTS OF

Rotary Club of Pune South

who were our synergy pariners

at "DISHA", Literacy Week
arganized between G0 Seplember - 4 Gotober 2020
We are thankful for their participation, interest and
eontributions which resulted in a successful event.

ITLNALY DINEC [ON
GTARY CLER OF PUNE BALTAN

l_m.'im

DISHA was a literacy program organized by RCP Kalyanmagar and RCP South was
one of the synergy partner. Under this program, a series of workshops was arranged. A
variety of subjects were addressed. The program was well received and well
appreciated.
Below s the list of workshops conducted under DISHA.
» *Women social entrepreneurship*
» *New Tax Regime*
» *Power of savings & value of money with Subbu stories. *
» *60 Minutes to Linked-In Success*
» *Fitness & Preventive Medicine*
» *Consumer Rights* o
> *Cyber Suraksha* B Click here to watch...
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i S o Synergy Airport Club Meeting
e e IPL fever...
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IPL CRICKET FEVER IS BACK
ROTARY CLUB OF POONA AIRPORT

A Joint Meeting ( 47 clubs)
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PRAKASH WAKANKAR ~ INTEAMATIONAL CRICKET COMMENTATOR
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[ Distribution of Grocery Kits to HIV Patients

\

Dear Rotariansand Anns,
As you all know, for the past 15 years we have been distributing grocery kits to 15

HIV patients, as they are not able to earn their living. This has been possible because of
your contributions. The cost of these kits works out to about Rs.10,000/- per month. |
request you all to donate generously to this noble cause.

Thankingyou.

Ann. Swati Velankar

Chairperson HIV Committee

[ Happy Family Kit

\

Dindei = 1131

Participate n Distnict Iniligtve

As a part of Pancham PANCHAM

LWRILE SET OF 5

project, we donated six happy
family kits to the beneficiaries
of remote villages in Velhe.
These two are from Balvad
village- Mrs Baijabai and Mrs
Rakhamabai's son.
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eﬁ[@q Appreciation

Rtn. Shruti Gore

|, Rtn. Shruti Gore was appreciated on ﬁ‘ -
19th Foundation day of VIIT held Online on
14th Oct. 2020, in the presence of Mr Neeraj — B v
Athalye vice president & Head SAP Customer . -
Experience, SAP India Subcontinent. u - f \

Let me explain my teaching journey, in ! MRS. SHRUTI GORE -

short, | passed out my Bachelors in Civil BEST PERFORMANCE IN CIVIL DEPARTMENT
Engineering in the year 1995, joined a AS AN ASSISTANT PROFESSOR
construction company in my home town _%
Khopoli. One of my professors from My
Diploma College asked me about part-time teaching. | immediately agreed, it was 11/12/1996
and till date (24 years) | am serving in this ROYAL & LOYAL Profession. Of course, | was not at all
passionate about teaching but seeing so many advantages of it — Professional as well as
personal, | decided to continue to this profession. Now | love and like this profession a lot, it's
only I getan update, be lively and happy with the help of my young and dynamic students.

| am currently working as an Assistant professor in Vishwakarma Institute of
Information technology, where our Head of Department, Faculties, Director, Management are
very enthusiastic to help us in every need — Teaching as well Research. The Institute has its own
appraisal system wherein we have to self-appraise us and it is further approved by higher
authorities. Undergoing all these rigorous processes, finally, | was announced as BEST
PERFORMANCE IN CIVILENGINEERING DEPARTMENT AS A ASSISTANT PROFESSOR.

It gives me an immense pleasure to thank all my fellow Rotarians, friends and family for
your wonderful wishes.
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